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My two weeks as a jour-
nalist-in-residence at the
Kyoto University were
certainly the most intel-
lectually intensive vacation
I've ever had, and it was a
lot of fun, too.

Kenneth CHANG
Science Reporter
The New York Times

Four weeks after the end of my
two weeks in Kyoto, it’s intriguing
to think about what stuck.

(2) BEoiseEH o237

I'm looking at my notepad of
notes for the first time since Kyoto,
and much of what didn't make
much sense to me then not surpris-
ingly still does not make much
sense. And some of what I thought
made sense is now foggy. From my
first interview with Prof. Nakajima,
for example, I scribbled, “Use ho-
mology group to construct repre-
sentation of some algebra.” I still
have the vague sense I have some
idea what that means, but not really.
Which is a shame, because I thought
I learned better what “homology”
and “representation” mean.

My two weeks as a journal-
ist-in-residence at the Kyoto Univer-
sity were certainly the most intellec-
tually intensive vacation I've ever
had, and it was a lot of fun, too.
Hopefully, it will also lead me to
write better newspaper articles
about math than I would have oth-
erwise. I still cannot follow the intri-
cacies of mathematical proofs, but
that wasn’t ever a possible outcome.

(2013.11.22 WEBRONZA X ) —&Hk i)

Overall, the lasting value of the
journalist-in-residence program was
at a fundamental level: Definitions
and descriptions of the subfields of
math. (I can’t believe that I never
realized that “analysis” meant, in a
general sense, “calculation,” and that
partial differential equations are part
of real analysis.) Some general ideas
of what problems each subfield
tackles. Making acquaintance with
mathematicians whom I can tap into
for information in the future.

Plus, the visit to Kyoto during
cherry blossom season was just
beautiful. Thank you for the invita-
tion; it was a very generous oppor-
tunity and one I was honored to take
part in. Everyone I spoke with was
wonderfully patient in taking the
time and effort to talk to me about
their research.

* Prof. Hiraku Nakajima (RIMS)
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